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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Many shall run to and fro. and knowledge shall he increased. —Dan. xii. 4. 
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HYMNS—sr nreqvest. — 
Our souls, by love, together knit, 
Cemented, mixt in one, 
One hope, one heart, one mind, one voice, 
’Tis heaven on earth begun. 


Our hearts have burp‘d, while Jesus spake, 
And giow’dwith sacred fire; 

He stoop'd, and taik’d, and fed, and blest, 
And fill’d th’ enlurg’d desire, 


CHORUS. 


“ A Saviour!” let creation sing! 

“ 4 Saviour!” let all heaven ring! 

He’s God with us, we feel him ours, 

His fulness on our souls le pours, 

*Tis almost done, ’tis almost o’er, 

We're joining them who’re gone vetire¢ 
We soon shall meet to part no more. 


The little cloud increases still, 
The heavens are big with rain ; 

We haste to catch the teening show’r, 
And all its moisture drain. 


A rill, a stream, a torrent flows ! 
But pour a mighty flood ; 

0 sween the nations, shake the earth, 
Till all proclaim thee God. 


Chorus‘ A Saviour!” &c, 


And when thou mak’st thy jewels up, 
And seti’st thy starry crown ; 

When all thy sparkling gems shail shine, 
Proclaim’d by thee thine own, 


May we, a little band o° love, 
Ke sinners sav’d by grace ; 
From glory unto glory chaniv'd, 
Behold hee face to face! 
Chorus— A Saviour '” &c. 
ee 
JUDGMENT 
When thou mv righteous Judge shalt come 
‘Yo fetch thy ransom’d people home, 
Shall I among them stand ¢ 
Shall such a worthless worm as I 
Who sometimes am afraid to die, 
Ke found at thy right hand ¢ 


I love to meet among them now, 

Betore thy gracious feet to bow, 
Tho’ vilest of them all; 

But can I bear the piercing thought? 

What if mv name should be left out, 
When thou for them shalt call ? 


Dear Lord prevent it by thy grace— 
Be thou my onlv hiding place, 

In this th’ accepted day ; 
Thy pard’ning voice, O let me hear, 
To still my unbelieving fear, 

Nor let me fall, U pray. 


Among thy saints let me be found ; 

Where’er th’ archangels trump shall sound, 
To see thy smiling face ; o 

Then loudest of the crowd PII sing, 

While hea: en’s resounding mansions ring, 
With shouts of sov’reign grace. 








—_—_—_—_——— 
From tie London Jewish Expositor. 
PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA. 
Extracts from a Letter on the passage of 
the Red Sea by the Children of Israel. in 
their route from Egypt to mount Sinai 
*_*e* © * © +e 





It was at the extre- 
mity of the plain of Bede. near these hot 
springs, that the hosts of Israel enezamped 
close to the sourees of Thouaireeq This 
isthe place called in Seripture Phi Hahi- 
roth, and which was the third station of 
the Israelites. ‘The name of this place in 
Hebrew, signifies the mouth of the holes, 
and Thouaireeq in Arabic signifies gaping 
holes or conduits. ‘Vhis place has proba- 
bly been so denominated from ten or twelve 
little sourees of salt or bracki-h water, is- 
suing from reservoirs artificially eut in 
the rock. but now nearly choked with sand, 
The plain of Bede is, as I have observed, 
six leagues in width. The Israelites ex- 
tended the front of ‘heir army as widely 
ax possible towards Migdol, which is the 
position opposite which the sea is narrow- 
est. The Egyptians, on the eqntrary, 
marched towards Baal Zephon, in order 
to take possession of that post, and to pre- 
vent even the impossible chanee of the 
escape of any part of the Hebrew army by 
turning up the narrow defile which winds 
round that mountain on the sea coast, and 
by a path searcely wide enough for twenty 
men to stand abreast, leads direetly to 
Suez, or the ancient Aarsinoe. One view 
of the little map subjoined, will show you 
that the army of the Israelites was now 
completely hemmed in. Enelosed by the 
impassable barriers. formed of the inaeees- 
sible crags of Baal Zephon, and of Migdol 
on either side, limited by the ocean in front. 
and pent in by the troops of Kgypt behind, 





thev were cireumseribed by a line of ej 
cumvallation, which was, humanly spe 
ing, absolutely impenetrable In the hor- 
rors of so hopeless a situation, the unbe 
lieving Israclites could no longer contain 
their murmurs, They saw themselves ap 
parently *lost without resource. Dismay 
and consternation pervaded the whole 
camp, and they began with one voice to 
reproach Moses with bringing them to per- 
ish in that wilderness. as though there had 
been no graves in Exypt. 

Then Moses, well knowing in whom he 
had believed, with unmoved constancy 
commanded the perturbed multitudes in 
the memorable words, * Fear not! stand 
still, and see the salvation of God ” Exod. 
xiv. 13. 

‘Then God shewed that he alone was the 
supreme Lord of nature and the elements, 
an all sufficient, a complete Saviour ; and 
at the same time plainly demonstrated to 
the Feyptians, that he, not the vain idol 
Baal Zephon. was the only true and migh- 
ty Ged. the only guardian and protee‘or 
of his people —At his command, Moses 
strikes the waves with his rod. The wa 
ters divide—and reeeding on either side. 
leave a firm and dry bottem in the midst 
of the ocean. He commands. and the as- 
tonished army march between the wall of 
waters which flank them on either side. 
Ali mareh with confidence and withort 
the loss of a moment’s time The eom- 
mand ef God, the stupendous prodigy of 
their deliverance, the novelty of the road 
their jey at so unexpected and unhoped 
for an escape. the assurance of freedom, 
all contributed to inspire them with alaeri- 
tv and exultation. The Israelites proba 
bly began their march elose to Phi Hahi- 
roth, which is only halfa mile from the 
shore ‘The sea being there only about 


I now proceed to the last eirenmstance | ter the bed of the sea, and are fully hem. 
of this miraculous passage —Pharaoh, 1; med in between the double wall of suspen- 


have before observed, must have encamped 
behind the menntain of Baal-Zephoo, in 
order toeut off the onts chance of exeape 
towards Suez. In this position. espeeially 
after evening was closed in, he could not 
distinetly diseernthat the sea opened, and 
that the troops of the Israelites were al- 
ready filing off. Seeure in the idea that 
the Hebrews were completely hemmed in 
and had no pos-ible chance of eseape, Pha 

raoh, we are told by Josephus, deferred all 
thoughts of attacking them till the morrow, 
and only thought of letting his troops rest 
from the fatigues of their foreed mareh. 
that they might be refreshed against the 
next day’s rencounter. 

Night came on. and we may suppose the 
Israelites to have made considerable pro- 
gress when at length the motion of such 
an immense maltitude of men, women and 
children, herds and baggage. redoubling 
on all sides. wa« heard by the Mey ptinns. 
Pharaoh’s first idea mast have been, tha! 
notwith-tanding the undue hour and the 
ulter impossibility of effee! ing their exeape 
the Israclites, arged by necessity, had at | 
tempied to gain the back of the mountain! 
of Baal Zephon; a defile through whieh | 
searcely twenty men could walk abreast, | 
but which offered ‘he only eliance by whieh 
any individual of the hosts of Israel eould 
hope to exeape to Suez and tell the tale of 
his slaughtered b ethren, Pharaoh imme 
diately sounds the alarm, rouses his sleep 
ing troops: and resolves to pursue the Is 
raclites wherever they might bend their 
course. His orders were no sooner issaed 
than the Kgyptians prepare to execute 
them with all possible dispatch. A very 
eonsiderable time, however, Joseyhus in- 
forms us, (Jos. Antiq lib. ii, chap 7.) 








fifteen miles across, whereas but a very 
little farther to the sou'h. the passage is at 
least thirty miles, and consequently more 
than it would be possible to achieve in one 
nights march. The sacred text expressly 
informs us, that the Israelites reached the 
opposite shore at three in the morning. 
They must therefore have begun their 
march hetween six and seven in the even 

ing. which is afier sun «et, since it was in 
the equinox of March This time woulf 
have been amply sufficient for the passage, 
which 1s perhaps a little more than five. 
and decidedly much under six leagues. 
Allowing for the mixed multitude of women 
and children, their numerous herds, and 
heavy baggage. it might possibly oceupy 
that time. But assuredly that time is 
amply and abundantly sufficient. 

Before the hosts of Israel eniered the 
hed of the sea, they probably drew up in 
a broad front of three or four leagues— 
each tribe marching in its eoluvans ; whilst 
ax they advanced. a hot and dry wind from 
the Lybian desert, dried up the sea before 
them, and at three in the morning they ar- 
rived in the wilderness of Shur ‘The 
army thus divided into tribes, each mar- 
shalled into its respective houses and fam- 
ilies, and marebing in a regular order, 
would present a broad front of two or three 
leagues in extent. In front. Josephus as- 
sures us. their venerable law-giver led the 
way, reassuring the multitade, by first at 
tempting himself this unheard of passage. 
Next to him, the saered deposit, the bunes 
of the patriarch Joseph, was accompanied 
by princes of all the tribes of his brethren, 
who had «worn to take them back to the 
land of their forefathers, and to deposit 
them in the sepulchre of their ancestors at 
Hebron; where they had several centuries 
before placed the remains of bis brethren. 
Then followed the hosts of Israel in their 
respective columns, marching in order, 
and with perfect ease; the moon being now 
atthe full, and giving in that dry elimate 
a light infinitely brighter and more serene 
thanin ours, ‘Rheir march was also illa- 
minated by the lofty pillar of fire which 
followed the camp as its resreward; and 
which towering to the very heavens. filled 
the whole horizon with light, and was 
reflected far and wide, upon the vast ex- 
panse. The strand on which they trod 
was hard, firm and even; yet not rugged, 
and interspersed with abundance of soft 
green plantx, A large army with all these 
circumstances iv its favour, might easily 


elapsed before they were ready (o set out 
And in the very nature of the eireumstan 
ces, it would appear that it must have 
beenso Six hundred armed chariots was 
to have been prepared, and fifiy thousand 
horsemen had to go and fetch and get rea- 
dy their horses, which werggpiqueted in 
the plain. For there alone they could 
have found food ; sinee it wonld have been 
utterly impossible to encumber themselves 
with forage on their forced march Two 
hundred thousand infantry, most of them 
asleep, had al-o to be roused, dressed. 
armed, and arranged beneath their stand- 
ards All these preparations could not 
fail to occupy a very considerable portion 
of time; avd Josephns aceordingly in 
forms us that it did so. However this 
may be, Pharaoh sat out with this pro- 
digious armament. He soon pereeived 
that the voices of the multitude before 
him, conducted them, not towards Baal- 
Zephon, but towards the shore: and im- 
agining that fear had absoiutely distracted 
the hosts of Israe!, and led them in the 
depth of despair to plange themselves 
inte inevitable death; they hastened their 
mareh. in order, by pressing on their rear, 
to enmplete their absolute anuililation. | 
At least such is the account of Josephus. | 
Meanwhile Pharaoh rapidiy approaches | 
the shore When the great angel of the 
covenant, who had bitherto marched in a 
pillar of fire atthe head of the camp of 
israel, now suddenly transported it to the 
rear, and by a new prodigy, the very same 
pillar, which shed a bright light over all | 
the camp of the Israelites—over all the 
expause of walers—and over the whole for 
ward horizon; presented a black and me- 
nacing column of larid clouds to the E- 
gyptians; and enveloped in darkness aud 
ia dense mists and feg the whole back- 
ward horizon toward Pharaoh and his 
army. Pharaoh bewildered iu a darkness 
that might be felt, no longer distiaguishes 
the heaven or the earth, and no longer 
discerns the road he is about to take. He 
hears indeed, the voiee of a mingled mul- 
titude before him ; the bleating of flocks, 
the lowing of herds, the rumbling of heavy 
bagguge, and the trampling of many feet. 
He is then assured that his safety cannot 
be endangered by following where they 
lead the way. He therefore urges his! 
troops, and goes atraight towards the | 
sound: bis cavalry, as Josephus declares, | 
taking the lead. the infautry sueceeding. | 
and ‘he chariots efosteg the rear; till,| 














march six leagues iu seveu or eight hoyrs. 


: r an. | 
without perceiving it, the whole army ca- | 


ded waters. 

Many persons have here supposed that 
amiracle was necessaryto prevent the E- 
gyplians from diseerning the soft and oezy 
bed of the ocean: but this is not at all re- 
qui-ite. T have myself examined the bed 
of the Red sea on this very spot, with the 
the sole view to the miraeulons passage of 
the children of Israel, and can fully de- 
clare, that it is in all respects similar to 
the plain of Bede, and only presents a eon - 
‘invation of the same firm, even sand, with - 
ont the least mud or ooze. and thiekly in- 
terspersed with soft green saline plants. 
In short, it is in no respeet whatever. dif- 
ferent from the plain on which they had 
encamped the night before. Henee the 
Keyptians, enveloped in darkness, and 
eager in the pursuit, eoold not distinguish 
where the plain terminated. and the bed 
of the sea began And when ‘at length 
the distanee must have convineed them 
that the water was unusually low, they 
still. Jovephus informs us, eoneluded them- 
selves in perfeet safety, whilst preeeded 
by the hosts of Israel. Henee they mareh- 
ed forwards with all diligenee till near the 
fourth watch, that is. till near 3 o’eleek. in 
the morning ; towards whieh time the rear 
of the army of the Hebrews was aboutto 
gain the opposite shore 

Che God of Israel, who till that time, 
had only deelared himnselfagainst Pharaoh, 
by the thick dur<ness which enveloped his 
arms, now at once dissipated that dark- 
vess. and uufolded the treasures of. his 
wrath ‘The miraculous eelamn opens, 
and shoots forth a blood red and baleful 
fire ‘hander, whirlwinds and tempests, 
burst from its portentous womb ; and vivid 
lightning. in fong and reiterated sheets. or 
in pale and livid flashes, show the terrified 
hosts of Egypt the foll extent of the im- 
pending danger ‘Their horses become an- 
ruly, and the terrified infantry in vain seek 
to escape from the trampling of their ea- 
valry ; whilst the chariot. overthrown and 
unmanageable. completely hemmed them 
in behind God hears throughout the ar- 
my of Eeypt horrerand dismay Pharaoh 
in the last consternation, beholds the wa- 
ters of the ocean su-pended tike the yawn- 
ing jaws of lize mountains, ready to elose 
on him upon either side, and to submerge 
his army both on the left and on the right. 
He sees no chance of eseape but in a pre- 
cipitate flight. All his hosts, seized with 
the like panic, flee in dismay. erying aloud, 
** Flee. flee, from Israel! the Lord fights 
for him and against us!” But it was no 
longer time—the iniquities uf Pharaoh had 
attained their utnost verge. The hear of 
mercy was past. and ihas of judgment was 
athand ‘The last rank of the army of 
the Hebrews had gained the share — lhe 
Lord commands, and at the words of his 
voice Muses stretches forth his wonder- 
working rod; and the mountains of waters 
idlescending as a cataract, rush together to 
unite their closing floods. The roar of 
mighty waters, the thunders of heaven, 
the rebellowing of struggling tempests. the 
piercing shriek of the eygulphed army, 
amidst warring winds and waves, complete 
the signal and tremendous eatastrophe — 
Afier au interval of dread suspense to the 
Hebrew army, a death-like silenee suc- 
ceeds. Day begins to break, and the as- 
tonished multitudes of Israel who line the 
shores, see the first bright beams of the 
morning sun smile upona elear expanse of 
peaceful wave. They could seareely be- 
lieve the reality of the astonishing miracle 
which had just been wrought in their fa- 
vour, did not the sea, covered with the bo- 
dics of their enemies and the wrecks of 
chariots floating at the merey of the waves, 
bear the spoils uf the Egyptian hosts even 
tv their feet on shore. Then, penetrated 
with the most lively emotions of gratitude 
and awe ata deliverance so mighty, so tre- 
mendous, and so unheard of and stapen- 
dous; the whole host of Israel, with all 
its mingled multicudes, with one aceerd, 
burst iato that noble anthem of praise, 

+ J will sing unto the Lord, for he hath 
triumphed gloriously !” 


BONNET BOARDS. 


Also, a general assortment of Blank books, 
Writing Paper, &e. For Sule here. 
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NARRATIVE OF THESTATE OF RELIGION, 

Wihin the bounds of the General Assemdly 
of the Presbyterian Church, in the United 
‘Statea. . 


The Gefieral Assembly find it, every 
r, more difficult to exhibit a just view 
of the state of religion within their bounds. 
The extension of their limits, the increas- 
ing namber of their churches and commu- 
nicants, the variety and impertance of their 
religious institutions render this duty, at 
once, pleasing and arduous. On these sub- 
jects, they do not judge it expedient to en- 
ter as much into detail as they have done 
on some former occasions; but they de- 
sire to furnish such a statemen: of the dis- 
pensations of Providence, towards the 
churches under their care, as shallimpress 
their members with right views of their 
present state and obligations. 

The Presbyterian Church, in the United 
States, embraces thirteen Synods, and 
more than seventy Presbyteries. One of 
these Presbyteries is in the eastern part of 
New England; all the others lie on the 
west and south of that region, and stretch 
from Niagara and Champlain, in the state 
of New York, to Missouri and Louisiana 
on the south west, a distance of more than 
£500 miles No inconsiderable part of the 
population spread over this extended re- 
gion is dependent on the Presbyterian 
Church for the ordinary means of grace 
From that church, to a considerable de- 
gree, they expect the preaching of the 
Gospel, and the administration of its ordi- 
hances ; the patronage of literary and the 
ological seminaries ; the religious instruc- 
tion of the young, and the encouragement 
ard maintenance of charitable institutions 
Could we command an adequate supply of 
labourers for the field which we are invit- 
ed to occupy, the amount of effort and re- 
sponsibility devolving on us, would be in- 
creasingly great; but an adequate supply 
offabourers does not exist. The provision 
which has been made, and is now making, 
for the religious wants that have awakened 
our solicitude, will be stated in its proper 
place. At present, we wish distinctly to 
announce the fact, that the means of reli- 
gious instruction are inadequate, in a la- 
mentable degree, to the demand for their 
employment From documents which will 
appear in another form, it is clearly decu- 
cible that our population is rapidly gaining 
on the means of religious improvement 
‘To illustrate this pusition, in regard to the 
preaching of the Gospel, the following 
facts may be stated. Inthe Presbytery of 
Niagara, there are thirty-one churches, 
and only seven ministers and licentiates 

The Presbytery of Albany is among 
those which are best supplied with the 
ministry of the Gospel; but, in four counties 
within its bounds more than 50,000 souls 
are represented as destitute of adequate 
means of grace. Inthe extensive states of 
Mississippi and Louisiana, there cannot be 
found more than eight or ten Presbyterian 
ministers, and very few of any other de 
nomination. The whole territory of Mich- 
igan is yct missionary ground; while East 
and West Florida, with a numerous popu- 
lation, in a very interesting state, have no 
minister of our communion In one city, 
with three or four thousand inhabitants, 
much anxiety is evinced to obtain a stated, 
Protestant ministry. 

‘These are some of the reasons for as- 
serting that the means of grace are ularm- 
ingly inadequate to the exigencies of our 
population. To render this view more ap- 
palling,,we are assured that the deficiency 
is increasing New seitlements, unfurn- 
ished with a Christian ministry, are form- 
ing in the west; while the demands of the 
east are not diminished. The wave of 
emigration rolls farther and farther on- 
ward; and, unless God interpose, by some 
special movements of his people, in their 
favour, it would, really, seem that our 
children are likely to settle on the shores 
of the Pacific Ocean, without the Christian 
religion. 

Let us now contemplate some of the 
means which are employed for the cultiva- 
tion of this vast field, and the particular as- 
pects of providence towards it, during ‘the 
past year. The stated and ordinary means 
of grace have been afforded as usual; and 
our ministers, and elders, generally, ap- 
pear to have been engaged with zeal and 
fidelity, in the various departments of their 
duty. The spirit of religious exertion is 
still active ; and, in sume instances, it has 
appeared in new and successful modes of 
operation. In addition to the effurts of 
Sabbath Schools, Catechetical Instruction. 

Bible Classes, the Concert of Prayer, Bible 
Societies, Theological Seminaries, Educa- 
tion and Missionary Associations, we are 
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happy to learn that more~than usual atten- 
tion has been puid to the religious instruc- 
tion of seamen ; and, that, on many minds, 
the present con:lition of the Jews has made 
a distinct and affecting impression. While, 
on these subjects, it does not accord with 
the design of this narrative, to descend to 
particulars ; we do not hesitate to invite 
the attention of our churches to the re: 
ports respecting them, which are now be 
fore the public; and, particularly, to that 
of the Society for meliorating the condi- 
tion of the Jews. 

The Theological Seminary, at Prince- 
ton, has been unusually full during the 
last year At present, it numbers eighty 
five students. But the Board have still to 
detail the embarrassments under which it 
labours for want of funds * The Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Auburn is yetin its in- 
cipient state, but is represented as rising 
in prosperity. Its number of students, at 
present, is thirteen. 

The Board of Missions, acting under 
the Ccirection of the General Assembly, 
have, as usual, made an interesting report. 
This Board have afew important auxilia- 
ries in different remote sections of the 
country ; and extracts from tie journals of 
their missionaries show that their labours, 
in many instances, have been suddenly and 
extensively blest. ‘he Board make an ur 
gent appeal for more liberal partronage in 
behalfof this ancient missionary institution, 
There are many other local societies with- 
in our bounds, aiming at the same grand 
object, among which the Assembly ob- 
serve with pleasure the United Domestic 
Missionary Society of New-York. 

The proceedings of this assembly con- 

tain a distinct representation, on the educa- 
tion of pious and indigent young men fur 
the gospel ministry We are happy to 
perceive that this important object is com- 
manding more attention among our church- 
es, and as evidence of this, we refer to the 
exertions of the various Education Socie- 
ties with their auxilaries; and those, in 
particular, of the Presbytery of Albany, 
which alone is represented as having ex- 
pended about $1200 for this object, during 
the past year. 
The United Foreign Missionary Society, 
though not confined to our denomination, 
commands, it is believed, throughout our 
churches, a good and increasing degree of 
favour. Hitherto, its labours have been 
confined to our western Indians, among 
whom it has now five stations with well or- 
ganized education families. There should 
be but cne sentiment among Christians on 
the duty of Patronizing this noble institu- 
tion. The directors have, nevertheless, to 
complain that their resources have been li- 
mited to an amount far short of their ex- 
penditures: and the assembly would cordi- 
ally unite with them in the hope that the 
peculiarly imposing claims of this society, 
will not, much longer, suffer it to languish 

Having alluded to most of the means of 
religious improvement, enjoyed by our 
churclics, it becomes us now to inquire, 
what has been the result. On this subject 
we should speak with greatcaution. But 
it is important to exhibit the spiritual state 
of the churches under our care. From the 
Presbyterial reports, it appears that the 
whole number of communicants belonging 
to our church has been much increased ; 
but it cannot now be ascertained to what 
precise extent, as many of those reports 
are imperfect t Admitting these addi- 
tions to have been of euch as shail be saved, 
it is of little importance to us, whether 
they have been gathered into the Christian 
community, by the gradual distillations of 
the Holy Spirit, or by that increase of his 
influences, which consiitutes a revival of 
religion. Still there are many reasons for 
considering revivals of religion as peculi- 
arly desirable; and the Assembly would 
disappoint the churches under their care, 
if they failed to designate those which ap 
pear to have been most remarkavle. Dur- 
ing the last year, the following congrega- 
tions have been graciously visited, viz. In 
the Presbytery of Niagara, Fredonia. In 
the Presbytery of Gennesee, Shelden, Or- 
angeville and Warsaw In the Presbytery 
of Rochester, Riga and Bergen. In the 
Presbytery of Geneva, Romulus. In the 
Presbytery of Bath, Naples and Putney. 





* Will any of our congregations remain unmov- 
ed on this subject, when they learn, from the Re- 
port of the directors, that promising young men 
are every year prevented from uniting with the 
Seminary, for the want of pecuniary means ? 


ft According to a standing order of the General 
Assembly, the names of the ministers and church- 
es, under their care, will be published next year ; 
and it is hoped that a// the Presbyteries, will be 


careful to send up their reports in tke most per- 
tect form. 





In the Presbytery of Cayuga, Sempronius 
and Groton. . In the Presbytery of Onan- 
daga, Granby In the Presbytery of Onei- 
da, Utica, Parisy Shenandoah, Herkimer 
and Little Falls. In the Presbytery of 
Otsego, Butternutt’s and Bowman’s Creek 
In the Presbytery of St. Lawrence, the 
continuation of former revivals, in Brown 
ville, Adams and Watertown. In the Pres 
bytery of Champlain, notwithstanding ma- 
ny and great causes of mourning, they 
speak of a pleasing work of grace in the 
congregation of Mooers and West Port. It 
ete to learn thatthis Presbytery has 

ently exten‘led its limits by organizing 
a Presbyterian church in the city of Mon- 
treal. In the Presbytery of Londonderry, 
an extensive revival hay taken place in the 
congregation of Chester. In the, Presby- 
tery of Albany, the congregations of Knox, 
Edinburgh, Kingsborough, Esperansce and 
Ballston. In the Presbytery of North Ri- 
ver, South Salem. In the Presbytery of 
Long Island, Freshpond. Inthe Presby- 
tery of New York, the Rutgers Street 
church has been blessed with a special re- 
vival; and in the city, generally, there is 
evidently an increase of the spirit of reli- 
gion, as appears from the erection of seve- 
ral new churches, and an augmented num- 
ber of communicants. Inthe Presbytery 
of Jersey, Newton, and New Brunswick. 
the congregations of Rockaway, Hanover, 
Patterson, Chatham, Morristown, Basken- 
ridge, Hucketstown, Pleasant Grove, Mans- 
field, Lamington, German Valley, and 
Boundbrook. Inthe Presbytery of Sus- 
quehannah, Pike, Silver Lake, Windsor, 
and Athens. In the first Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, Doylestown, Neshaminy. 
Newton, Deerfield and Kensington These 
revivals, together with the good order and 
spirit of religious zeal which prevail in the 
city of Philadelphia, render this, a highly 
interesting part of our spiritual vineyard 
In the Presbytery of Newcastle, an exten- 
sive work of grace seems to have com- 
menced, and the congregations which have 
principally shared in it, are, Fagg’s Manor, 
Upper Octorara, Nottingham, Charleston, 
Pencader, St. George’s and Doe Run 
The Presbytery of Carlisle must be added 
to this list; and in the interesting revival 
which has visited both the congregation 
and the college of Carlisle, we find an oc 
casion for lively gratitude. In the Pres- 
bytery of Washington, Penn. Mill Creek 
and the Flats. Inthe Presbytery of Hart- 
ford. Newcastle, Siippery Rock, Long Run, 
New-Salem, Mount Pleasant, Hopewell 
and Nishanok. This revival has been 
greatly promoted by Sabbath schools and 
a system of visitation by several ministers 
In the Presbytery of Grandriver, Warren 
ati] Geneva, have experienced small revi- 
vals. In the Presbytery of Winchester a 
number have oeen added to the church, in 
consequence of revivals at Fredericksburg 
and Hartwood. Inthe Presbytery of Lex- 
ington. Lexington, New-Monmouth, Ox- 
ford, Timberridge, New Providence and 
Fairfield Inthe Presbytery of Hanover, 
Petersburgh, Norfolk, Cumberland, Cub- 
creek and Briery. In the Presbytery of 
Abingdon, three congregations. In the 
Presbytery of Orange, Eno, and Little Ri- 
ver. From tke Presbytery of Georgia 
we have heard with peculiar emotions, not 
only of the wide and melancholy desola- 
tions which spread around them, but of the 
reviving showers of divine grace which 
have descended upon some of their church- 
es. A powerful work of grace is said to 
have commenced in the congregation of 
Medway, and more than ordinary additions 
have been made to the churches of Augus- 
ta, Savannah, Darien and St. Mary’s. 

We have given a brief enumeration of 
the places which have been favoured with 
the outpourings of the Spirit of God. 
These revivals, bearing as they do, the 
marks of a genuine work of grace, must be 
regarded as among the most cheering dis- 
pensations of divine providence towards 
our churches during the last year. 

Weare happy to state that our friendly 
intercourse with the churches of Connecti- 
cut, Massachusetts, Vermont and New 
Hampshire, continues to be cherished; 
and that from the annual reports furnished 
by the delegates from those bodies, the 
impression is favourable in regard to the 
prevalence of truth and godliness in that 
region. Their colleges, and Theological 
Seminaries and Missionary institutions are 
flourishing ; and many of their churches 
have been visited with revivals of religion 


The colleges of Hamilton, Dickinson, 
Jefferson, Alleghany, and North Carolina, 
have been represented as in a flourishing 
state. Many of them embrace a consider- 
able proportion of pious students; and, in 








all, it is believed, the cause of morality and 
religion isdecidedly gaining ground. With 
regard to errors on the subject of religion, 
it would probably be correct to state that 
they are not making progress Still it is 
deplorable, that in this age of light and re- 
vivals, so many teachers of false and de- 
structive en eae ets exist. 
They are chiefly to be among our 
new and unprotected churches; and such 
a state of things, calls as well for the watch- 
fulness of those churches, as the sym pae 
thies of more highly favoured Christians, 

There is another truth which fidelity 
does not permit us to conceal. In many 
paits of our country, an unusual degree of 
opposition to the religious charities which 
adorn the present age of the world, has 
been displayed. The manifestation of this 
spirit, should be considered as furnishing 
an evidence of the power and progress of 
religious exertion. It was not until the 
fire of God’s altar was cast into the earth, 
that there were vorces and thunderings and 
an earthquake. Still such a state of things 
should be met by a growing spirit of pray- 
er and circumspection, on the part of the 
friends of Zion Calling into action the 
gentleness and firmness, the humiltty and 
perseverance of the gospel, they shall not 
fail of success. 

The events of the past year give strength 
to the impression that the church is rapid- 
ly approaching an important crisis. There 
is grief in our hearts, but it is not the grief 
of consternation Wemournover our vast 
and increasing desolaiions. We lament the 
lukewarmness of many who profess to be 
the followers of a self-denying and zealous 
master. We deplore the false zeal of er- 
rorists, and the fruitless hostility of incon- 
siderate men to the institutions of religion. 
We find cause for humiliation in the fact, 
that revivals of religion have not been as 
extensive, as those which on some former 
occasions it has been our privilege to ree 
cord. Whatever gloom may seem to hang 
over the church is intended for her admo- 
nition 

Every thing admonishes us, that what 
we do must be done quickly. Dnring the 
past year, the names of M: Farquhar, Craw- 
ford, Smith, Blatchford, Hunter. Blair, Coe, 
Ogden, Wilson, Weir, Freeman, Hill, 
Bishop,* have been added from among our 
number to the list of the worthy dead. 
While we cannot but feel the admonition, 
which their memory awakens, the church 
mourns their removal as a public calamity. 

Trials were needful to awaken her to a 
just sense of her duty. Weare imperiously 
called to demonstrate our faith in theSaviour 
of men, by our devotediaess to his cause and 
to his glory. Shall we zealously support 
our Missionary, and Education, and Theo- 
logical Institutions, assured, as we are, that 
they will emiaently conduce to the pros- 
perity and glory of the church, or shall we 
suffer them to languish and decline? Let 
every friend of Zion and of man make his 
election We rejoice that the period has 
arrived when this question must be answer- 
ed. In the confidence that many are pre- 
pared to act a consistent and faithful part ; 
and cheered by the light which the zeal of 
Christians and graces of the Holy Spirit, 
cast through every interposing cloud, we 
are prepared to announce that there is uo 
cause for despondency. Beyond all that 
is obscure and cheerless, a vision of bless- 
edness, breaks upon our view ‘Arise, 
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory cf 
the Lord is risen ufion thee,is the voice of 
the king of Zion to hischurch And were 
the darkest of her seasons yet before her, 
she should still advance with a steady and 
increasing light, until her glory struggles 
into everlasting day. 


* The Rev. Colin M‘Farquhar, of the Presbytery 

of New-Castle. 

Edward Crawford, of the Presbytery 
of Abingdon. 

Andrew Hunter, of thecity of Wash - 
ington. 

John D. Blair, of Richmond Virginia 

Jonas Coe, D.D. of Troy, NewYork. 

Uziel Ogden, of Newark, N. Jersey. 

Robert Wilson, of Washington, Ky 

William Weir, of Natches, Miss. 

Jonathan Freeman, of Bridgetown, 
N. Jersey. 

George Hull, of the Presbytery of 
Redstone. 

David Bishop, of Easton Penn, 

Daniel Smith, of Louisville, Ky. 

Henry Blatchford, son ofthe Rev. Di 
Blatchford, of Lansingburg, N.Y.. 


tential 

“ A venerable and distinguished Chris- 
tian pronounced the greatest Aeresy to be a 
wicked fe. Devoutly it is wished that 
those who are clamorous about speculative 
tenets, would level their artillery more a- 
gainst the violation of the preceptive part 
of our religion.” 
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From the American Baptist Magazine. 


NON ESSENTIAL. 

This term, it is coneeived, is often used 
in a latitude which neither seripture nor 
reason will justify. Ifa duty has become 
unfushionable. so that the performance of 
it would be a crosstoa proud heart, it is 
only necessary to persuade one’s self that 
it ia non-essential, and the conscience will 
be easily quieted. 

But that some things are essential to 
the existence of whatever does exist, is a 
self evident proposition, Henee some 
things are vitally important to the exis 
tence of religion, as well as to all other 
things, and without which it cannot exist. 
‘There are other things which may be con 
sidered merely as appendages, and not as 
essential parts. Such for instance, ax the 
position of the body in prayer. ‘This du 
ty may be acceptably performed, either 
standing, kneeling, or prostrate, provided 
the heart be right. Soal<e in publie wor 
ship, whether it be commeneed with pray- 
er, with singing. or with reading the holy 
scriptures, is not essential te acceptable 
worship, if the services are performed in 
spirit and in truth. 

Religion in the soul is by the aposile 
ealled the new man: we may therefore 
make use of this figure, to illustrate our 
subject. Man. contemplated as a distinet 
species, may be con-idered as perfeet, when 
all his members are complete, and when 
the bodily organs regularly discharge 
their proper functions. Add any th.ng to 
such a body, and you will perceive, that 
the addition is wholly superfluous and use 
less: take any thing from it, and it will 
appear maimed and defective. 

Aman, however, may lose one or more 
of his limbs, and yet exist, and enjoy a 
good measure of health and vigour But 
seperate the head, or destroy the action of 
the heart, and he will expire in a moment 
These parts, then, must be considered as 
vitally important to existence But shall 
we say, because a man may exist with the 
loss of a leg or an arm, that these memheys 
are not essential parts of the body ? Sure 
jy not. For thoughthe body may exist 
without them, it nevertheless exisis in an 
imperfect, disfigured state. Its beauty 
and usefulness are greatly marred. 

‘Thus it is with religion, it will be ad- 
mitted, that it may exist in the soul where 
much imperfeetions both in faith and prac 
tice, still remain. Yes there are some 
articles of faith, without the belief of 
which, it is impossible. aceording to the 
scriptures, to provounce the mao a Chris- 
tian. 

A man may practice numerous religious 
rites, and be conscientiously devout, and 
yet be far from being a Christian. ‘There 
are religious Pagans, and devout Mussul- 
mans but they are not Christians. A man 
may be devout even to enthusiasm, al 
though his religion be entirely falxe. 

On the other hand. there are others who 
bear the name of Christians, who are so 
very indifferent to many part» of divine 
revelation, that it is difficult to determine 
what they believe, or whether they believe 
at all. Sach would do well to compare 
their faith with what Christ said to the 
Jews : “if ye believe notthat Lam he, ye 
shall die iu your sins.” Upon this, they 
immediately asked, “ Who art thou? And 
Jesus said unto them, the same that I said 
unto you from the beginning.” What 
character did Christ elaim from the begin. 
ning ? Did he only claim that of an in- 
spired man ? or did bg claim that of the 
Son of God, in a higher sense than any oth 
er mortal ever did ? To illustrate his 
meaning. he said, “I and my Father are 
one.” At this, the Jews took up stones to 
stone him. “ Jesus answered them, many 
- works have I showed you from my 

‘ather, for which of those works do-ye 
stone me? The Jews answered him say- 
ing, For a good work we stone thee not ; 
but for blasphemy ; and because that thou, 
being a man, makest thyself God. We 
would here seriously ask, Will our eter- 
nal state be equally safe, if we believe in 
a character totally different from that 
which Christ claimed from the beginning 
as to believe in him as the Son of God, 
and one with the Father or shall we rank 
faith among the non-essentials of Christi- 
anity P 

Will it be said, with a view to neutra- 
lize these remarks, that error in opinion is 
perfectly harmless, provided we are honest 
io our belief. Or shall we say with Pope: 


** For modes of faith, let graceless zealots fight, 
ilis can’t be wrong, whiose life is in the right.” 
Faith is the result of hearing; and if it 
be of no importance what we believe, then 
it can be of no importance what we preach! 
Bul before we adwii such a sentiment as 
this, Jet us hear the apostle upon the sub- 
ject. “ Though we or an angel from hea- 
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ven preach any other gospe} unto you, than 
that we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed.” Then it would be danger- 
oux to believe a false gospel. If the apos- 
tle is correet, one saad is true, and all 
others are false. Nay more. every man 
that preaches a perverted or false gospel, 
renders himself liable tothe eurse denoune- 
ed by this holy apostle. 

In order to save the ruined souls of men 
from sinking, * God has laid in Zion for a 
foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a pre 
cious corner stone, a sure foundation.” 
On this, and no where else, men may 
build for eternity. ** For other foundation 
ean po man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” Willany one «ay, that it 
is not essential either to our safety or hap- 
piness to build upon this foundation ? To 
what end, then, we ask, is a foundation 
laid, if not to build upon? And if no other 
foundation ean be laid, then it follows, 
that if we are not built upon this. we shall 
inevitably be lost! This stone, which was 
set at waught by the Jewish builders, is 
now become the head of the eorner. Neith- 
er is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved 

It is also asserted in the seriptures, that 
there is “‘ one Lerd, one faith, and one 
baptism,” and is it not implied, that there 
is only one? We ean as readily conceive 
of two Lords, and two faiths, as of two 
baptisms. It is supposed by some, that 
this one baptism, is the baptism of the Ho- 
ly Ghost. But can uninspired men ad- 
minister the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
either to believing adults, or to infants ? 
The thought is absurd, if not impious 
Philip baptized the Samaritan conve: ts, 
both men and women: but did not confer 
the gifts of the Holy Ghost on any. Peter 
and John, who came afier him. did not 
haptize them, but only laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 

The risen Saviour commissioned his dis- 
ciples, **to go into all the world. and 
preach the gospel to every creature,” and 
added, * He that believeth and is baptized. 
shall be saved; and he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” It will be admitted, 
we presume, that to baptize is as really a 
command of Jesus Christ, as to preach. 
Uhey are both united in the same com- 
mand. Let us be careful not to put asun- 
der, what God has joined together. But 
if baptism is a plain, positive duty, com- 
otime by our Lord and Saviour, bave 
we aright to place it among the non-es- 
sential duties of Christianity? It stands 
upon the same footing with the command 
to commemorate the Saviour’s death until 
he comes And po more importance is 
attached to the latter than to the former. 
If it should be asked, whether we consider 
baptism essential to salvation, we should 
answer in the negative. We should give 
the same answer respecting the Lord’s 
supper. We do not consider a hand ora 
foot essential to life; but they are both es- 
sential to the perfection of the body: So 
are bapiism and the Lord’s supper to the 
perfection of the church or body of Christ. 
Where either of the ordinances is omitted, 
there is something wanting which needs to 
be set in order. 

With a view to counteract the feelings 
of those, who discover a zeal which rises 
a little above indifference, to have the first 
positive institute regarded in its primitive 
purity and as it was delivered to the saints; 
its advocates are compared to the ancient 
Pharisees, whom Jesus admonished for 
paying tithe of mint, and anise and eum- 
min, and omitting the weightier matters 
of the Jaw. But it should be observed, 
that it was not for what they did, but 
what they omitted. that Jesus pronounced 
the woe upon them; for with regard to the 
tithes he said, these ought ye to have dene, 
and not leave the other undone. 

Let us then be no longer indifferent to 
any of the commands of Christ, nor deter- 
red frem obedience, by the perpetual ery 
of non essential. But let us be careful to 
observe all things” whieh were given in 
charge by the Saviour to his disciples in 
the great commission. If we would * be 
perfect, aud entire, wanting nothing,” we 
must obey the whole will of God. 

If an individual, or even a whole church 
should, fur any reasons whatever, live in 
the habitual neglect of any of the positive 
commands of Christ, although we may al- 
low the one to be a Christian, and the oth- 
era Christian church, yet they cannot be 
said to be perfect, and entire, wanting 
nothing. 

Do not err, my beloved brethren, by 
the gospel, instituted by Christ himself, 
and sanctioned by his own example, as non- 
essential te the Christian character. Suf 





\fer us then, brethren, to exution you, that 


treating one of the special ordinances of 


while on the one hand you give no reason- 
able ground fur the charge of bigotry, so 
on the other, see that you do not think 
lightly of any of the commands of Jesus 
Christ, under an apprehension that they 
are non essential. ARCHIPPUS. 
ae 2 a 
“GOOD DEVISED” 

Mr. Wix11s.—The following is a letter 
which was addressed to a Christian friend, 
and designed tu excite her to greater dili- 
gence in dving good.—But as the plan pro- 
posed in it, is one which it appears to me, 
would, if adopted, be productive of much 
good, I determined, instead of sending it to 
my friend. to send it to you; and if you 
think it proper you will please insert it 
in the Reeorder. 

My Dear S—,1I have been thinking this 
evenivg, how much more good would be 
doue, than is now accomplished, if every 
Christian would daily endeavour to devise 
some plan which would be for the glory of 
God Let them take a blank hook large 
enough to contain the plans of years and 
consecrate it to God,—ask him to bless 
their endeavours, daily to devise something 
for the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. Wet them wre eonseera- 
tion upon the first page, afd feel that this 
book is devoted to God’s service ; and jet 
no day pass without a petition Mat God 
would that day pul some thought into their 
heart which should be the means of doing 
good. When any design which was writ 
ten is accomplished, place a cross agains: 
it, that it may be distinguished from those 
which remain to be exeeuted  Chirist will 
accept the humble effort, and the Holy 
Spirit will bring many useful thoughts and 
designs (o our minds which, perhaps, would 
otherwise uever have oecurred, or if they 
had, would never have beenexeeuted. M. 

Bos. Rec. 








For the Christian Repository 


The sentiments contained in the following ex- 
tract, from the pen of an elegant female writer, 
Mrs. Hannah Moore, are so necessary at all times 
to the formation of correct opinions, and so pecu 
liarly adapted to the present stute of feeling mani 
tested by the religious community of this Borough, 
that a careful perusal cannot fail to prove useful. 
M 
ON PREJUDICE. 


There is not a more curious subject of specula- 
tion, than to observe the variety of colours with 
which opinion tinges truth ; the bias which preju- 
dice lends to facts, when it cannot deny them ; 
the perversion it gives to motives, when it cannot 
invalidate the circumstance ; the warp and twist it 
gives to actions which it dares not openly con 
demn ,; the disengenuoueness into which it slides, 
even though it does not intend to maintain a false- 
hood ; the bright rays with which it gilds, per- 
haps unconsciously, its own side of a question ; 
the dark cloud by which it casts that of an adver- 
sary into shade. 

Prejudice, if not altogether invincible, is per- 
haps the most difficult of all errors to be eradica 
ted trom the human mind By disguising itself 
under the respectable name of firmness, it is of infi- 
nitely slower extirpation than actual vice. For 
vice, though persisted in through the perverse- 
ness of the will, never sets itself up tor virtue ; 
a vicious man knows what is right, though his ap. 
petites deter him from following it ; but a preju- 
dice being more frequently a fault of the judge- 
ment than of the heart, is sometimes persisted in 
upon principle. No man will defend a sin, as 
such, but even good men defend a prejudice, 
though every one else sees it is producing al) the 
effects of a sin, promoting ha'red, souring the 
temper, and exciting evi! passions. Yet though 
it may incidentally be attached to a good man, 
there are few errors more calculated to estrange 
ihe heart from vital religion, because there aie 
none under which men rest so satisfied. Under 
the practice of any immorality they are uneasy, 
and that uneasiness may lead to a cure, for the 
light of natural conscience is sufficiently strong 
tu shew that siz and peace cannot dwell together. 
But prejudice effectually Keeps a man from in- 
quiring after truth, because he conceives he is in 
tull possession of it, and that he is following it up 
in the very error which keeps him so wide of it. 
Or if with the Roman Governor he ask, * What 
is truth,” like him he turns away for fear of an 
answer. The strongest light cannot penetrate 
eyes that are closed against it; while to the Aum- 
ble who destre il/umination, God gives not only the 
object, but the faculty of discerning it. 

{. would be comparatively a small evil, if preju- 
dices were only fostered on occasions in which 
religion has no concern, If we could hope to see 
such a general proficiency, in true piety, that, 
where the sentiment of men concurred on all es- 
sential points, each: side would sacrifice something 
on points that were indifferent, it would be a sort 
of realization of the communion of saints. But if 
it be called an act of Omnipotence to “ make men 
of one mind in a house,” what would it be to make 
them of one mind inacity or town? Uf we could 
witness a cordial agreement between those who 
profess to have the interests of the same religion 
at heart, such a concurrence in the wish to pro- 
mote its great practical cbject, as would ren. 
der them willing to concede their own theo- 
ries, or their own judgment, in things that do 
not affect any of the vitals of religion, with such 
noble materials worked up into action, what a 
glorious world might this become {This coimb:na- 
tion of christian feeling would extinguish all un- 
kind debate, all “ malice and anger, «ud clamour 
and evil speaking.” This peace effermg would 
oblige no one twrenounce his principles ; yet by 
the extinction of petty diiferences, by such a con- 
tederacy of Aonest hearts and candid spirits anit- 
ing fur sume great public object, this wilderness 





would be almost converted into the garden of the 
Lord. Nor would an inferior portion of the be- 
nefit be derived (wo the minds of those by wim, 
for « cause of general importance, the incunsider- 
able sacrifice was made ; ‘so far from it, it would 
be hard to say which made up the largest aggre- 
gate of guod; the private exercise of individual 
virtue, or the promotion of the generalend But 
alas! do we not sumetimes see christians more 
forward in attacking and exposing each utner, than 
in buck:ing on their arms to make war on the 
common enemy ! Are they not more ready to wage 
that war against a pious brother, who does not 
vieW some One opinion exactly in the same light 
with them.clves, though equally zeslous im the 
promotion of general truth, than agaist those 
who have no religion at ali? What a church ¢ri- 
umphant would ours be, in one sense, though stll 
militunt in another, if there was a union of real 
christians jowing in one firm band to ascail the 
strong holds of vice and immorality, instead of 
laying open each others errors, and mistakes, and 
thus exposing the great cause itself, to the deri- 
sion of the unbeliever We cannot dispute our. 
selves into heaven, but we may lose our way thith- 
er, while we are li'igating unimportant topics— 
things which a man may be none the better if he 
hold, and which if he “hold them unrighteously,” 
be might be better iftie held them not. The 
enemies of religion cannot injure it so much, as 
its own divisions about herself, 
It is because these rooted and unexamined pre- 
judices involve human affairs in so much perplex- 
ity, that the rectification of our yudgment is one of 
the must important object of our concern. The 
opimon which others entertain of us, though it 
may hurt our fortune or our fame, yet it cannot 
injure our more essential inerest. Their judg- 
ment of we, can neither wound our conscience, nor 
suake our miegrity The false jud:ment we 
‘orm of them, may do both, especially if we ac’ up- 
on the opinion we formed—if we speak injuriouse 
fy of those ot whom we think unkindly—if by fol- 
lowing a biind prejudice, or precip: t judgment, 
we decile upon their characters, without pos- 
sessing those grounds for determming which we 
insist are indispensable in the opinion they form 
oi us Jealousy, resentment and envy, often dark- 
en our preceptions, and are secretly operating on 
our minds while we persuade others, and too pro- 
bably ourselves, that we are promoting the inter- 
ests of truth and justice, in exposing the fauits, 
or counteracting the schemes of others. 
Controversies will be torever carried on, though 
converts ave not made; as truth however, will be 
assaulted, it must be defended Cuntroversial 
discussions therefyre, are not oniy harmle>s, but 
useful, provided truth be the inspiring metive, and 
charity the medium of conducung them. Truth 
is frequently deaten out by confitcting blows, when 
it might have coniracted rust and impurity by 
lying quiet, uninquired in‘o, and unassailed. We 
are in danger of growing negligent abo. a truth 
which ts never attacked, or of surrounding it with 
vur own fancies, and appending to it our own ex~- 
ercises; while the assailant teaches even the 
triendly cxaminer to clear the principal of ail fore 
eign mixtures and by giving it more purity, to 
give it wider circulation A partisan 
in religion, however, seldom tukes up a book of 
controversy with an unbia-sed mind. He has a 
pre determinution which seldum gives way to - 
ment He dves not see that the supporter of hi 
own Cause may be maintaining it in a wrong temp- 
er; that while he is fighting for orthodoxy, he 
may be aiming his side-blows at a personal anta- 
gonist, or giving the death wound to charity He 
does not perecive that he may be injuring the in- 
terests of practical religion, while he is labouring 
to promote such as are docirenal, that he may be 
inflaming tue temper while he is informing the 
understanding. Yet a controversy is sometimes 
so managed, that ‘hough truth may be vindicated, 
the minds of plain christians may be little informe 
ed. Controversies therefore often do little good 
in comparison of the labour they cost, and the 
evil tempers they excite They are seldom read 
by those to whom, if temperately conducted they 
might be of the most service—the unprejudiced. 
Whe perusal is commonly confined to i wo clases, 
trieuds and enemies Of these, the one flies to 
the book to get his pre-possessions strengthened, 
the other to get his antipathies confirmed. The 
paritsan Was pre-determined that no argument 
should shake him,—the adversary sat cowa with 
the same liberal resolution. Nay, the probability 
is, that he will deciare his former opinion, is more 
immoveably settled by the very reasons the op- 
poser has suggested, so that he feels he is furn- 
ished with fresh arms by the antagonist himself. 

But though neutrality is not a state of mind to 
be desirea, moderation is. Even these polemical 
ciristians,if each would look calmly and kindly on 
the other, might discover in his ta strike 
ing likeness of his own features, if not an entire 
similarity of complexion, a likeness sufficient to 
prove they are both of the same family, all chil- 
dren ofone common Father. To wait, we 
love our fellow-christians, tll their characters be 
periect, is to wait till we meetgn heaven; and not 
to serve them, until the feeling be reciprocated, 
is to act on the religion of the publican and not 
the Chrisiian. We should love people for what 
we see in them of the image of their maker though 
it be marred and disfigured. That piety which 
makes them amiable in his sight, sfould prevent 
their bemg unlovely in ours. Let us learn then 
to judge even the prejudiced without prejudice. 
Disagreement of opinion, ought not to excite an- 
\ipathy ; compleat unanimity of heart and sentie 
ment being reserved as part of the happiness of 
that more perfect state where the effulgence of 
truth will dissipate all the error and misappre- 
hension which cloud our judgment here, 
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For the Christian Repository. 

Some interpreters who wish to find out an evan- 
gelical meaning for the minutest civcumstances 
in the sacred records of the Old and New [estas 
ment have alleged that the import of the names 





of Aotideluvian Patriarchs, taken im order, cons 
tain a prophecy of the Messiah. The explana. 
tien of the names alludea to is this —Apam, man, 
Setu, placed, Enos, in miséry, Catnan, lamene 
table, Mauatacess, the blessed Gad, Janep, 
snall come, Exoca teaching, Meravsanag, that 
death shall send, Lamecu, to the smitten or mus- 
erablé, Noan, cunselauon, 
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~~ EHRISTIAN REPUSITORY. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 6. 


MISSION. 


With leave of Providence, the Rev. Messrs 
James Latta and Dare will commence their Mis- 
sion on Monday 9th instant, preaching that even- 
ing at Centreville. Tuesday morning, 11 o’clock 
at the Log Church, and on Tuesday evening at 
the house of Mr. John M’Minn. On Wednesday, 
at 3 o’clock, P. M. at the Upper Church in Wil- 
mington; in the evening at the Lower Church at 
8 o'clock. On Thursday at 3 o’clock, P. M. at 
Newport ; and in the evening at the Upper Church 
Wilmington, 

At Centre-Hall, (Mr. Charles Thomas’ Farm) 
Friday at 10 o’clock, A. M June 13:h.—At Stid- 
ham’s School-house, 3 o’clock, P. M —At New- 
Castle 8 o’cleck inthe evening. At Mrs. Gem- 
mill’s on Saturday at 100’clock, A. M —At Chiris- 
tiana 8 o’clock in theevening. Sabbath at Chris- 
tiana 11 o’clock, A. M. 
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Extract oF Lerrer To a FRIEND IN THIS PLACE, 
DATED, 
Weet-Noitingham, June 2, 1823. 


What has been remarked of revivals in gene- 
ral, is exemplified in the case of this congrega- 
tion ; that many are impressed and convicted who 
do not come forward for months, or years after- 
ward. The awakening which took place here 
last fall, has in a great measure subsided as to ins 
speciality, and we can no longer be said to be ina 
sta'e of revival, except we look back to the form 
er years of this church, and to days which we 
hope are gone forever, when not a voice was heard 
to break the silence of the sanctuary, or of the 
prayer meeting, except that of the almost 8 n«ing 
minister of Jesus; when no Aaron, or Hur stood 
near to bear up his hands in his great and ardu- 
ous duties. Except in this, that now many ‘come 
up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty,” things with us are not 
out of the common course. Still however, the 
Ionp continues to shed abroad upon us the gent- 
ler dews of heavenly grace, and thus is making 
the seed, which has been sown, to spring up and 
bud, and blossom and bear fruit. Yesterday was 
our communion ; 21 persons were called forward 
tu make an open profession of their faith in Jesus 
and to assume the bonds of an everlasting cov 
enant. Solemnity prevailed, the Lord of hosts 
was with us—his presence filled the sanctuary — 
a heartfelt persuasion of his nearness appeared to 
rest upon the people ; the table was spread, the 
emblems of a dying Saviour’s broken body and 
shed blood were set forth, the covenant was seal- 
ed, and Angels rejoiced in glory, thus the spirit 
broods upon the face of the waters and a new cre- 
ation springs to life ‘Ihere is yet a comfortable 
prospect of further additions to the church a good- 
ly number are waiting the troubling of the waters, 
seeking Jesus, As the weather becomes more 
pleasant, the attention to prayer meeting inereas- 
es and we feel the Lord’s presence in our midst 
1 think Christians are more engaged than they 
have been for some months, and many long for 
a further out-pouring of the Spirit of God in our 
midst The whole number who have joined the 
church since last fall is 63. Yet, oh my soul! the 
multitude are yet in the gall of bitterness and in 
the bonds of iniquity—pray for us, and we intreat 
an interest in the prayers of our Cliristian breti. 
ren and sisters of your church.” 

—— 
COMMUNICATED, | 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, closed its proceed. 
ings on Thursday 29th of May, af'er a session of 
two wecks. Much important and interesting bu- 
siness came before them; too much, indeed, to be 
accomplished, and well accomplished, evev in so 
long « session. 

Notwithstanding the delegation, which was 
formerly one for every 6, has been reduced to one 
for every 9 ministers in eur connexion; and not. 
withstanding the distant Presbyteries, for various 
reasons, cannot send even this ratio, the Assembly 
is still too large for the speedy and convenient 
dispatgh of business. ‘The number of delegates 
present during the first: week, was on an average 
about 120, of whom about 25 were laymen 

The Assembly was opened with a Sermon, from 
Hag i. 7, 8, by the tormer Moderator, the Rev. 
i), Jexsines, Of Washington, Penn. After Ser- 
mon, the Rev. Joun Cuusten, D. D of Albany ; 
wus chosen Moderator; and the Rev. Rossnr 
Uarucant, D.D. of Little York, was chosen Clerk. 

As usual, a Committee of Bills and Overtures 
was appoimted, whose duty it is to receive all 
communications intended for the Assembly, and 
to judge of the propriety of bringing them before 
the Judicatory. A Judicial Committee was also 
appointed, to whom are referred all papers con 
nected with appeals from the lower Judicatories, 
tw prepare and arrange such papers before they 
are presented to the Assembly, 

Articles of Correspondence between the Assem- 
bly of the Dutca Reronmev Church, which had 
been for some time negociating, were presented 
tw the Assembly, discussed and adopted. Ant 
henceforth, one ministerial and one lay delegate, 
wiil be sent interchangeably to sit and deliberate 
in the annual meetings of these sister churches. 
It appears also, from Documents, that the way is 
preparing, if not already finished, for a similar 
correspondence between the Dutch Reformed and 
the Association of Massachusetts, and perhaps of 
the other Eeclessastical bodies in New-England 
How delightful to see doors opening, partition 
walls dissolving, and the high battlements reared 
by national prejudice falling to the ground, and 
the way preparing for the final amalyamation o 
those who have long been ane in decerine and ir 
practice, tho divided in name ! 

ti will not be forgotten that at the session 0 
May, 1822, the Gewenat Srvon of the Associat: 
Retormed Church, (Scotch) was, as a distinc 

body, dissolved, and consolidated with the Pres 

byterian Church. Their funds, library, debcs, &c. 

aati transferred to the General Assembly 

Pertion of the Scotch Jhurch, to wit, t! 
Associate Keformed Synod of the State of New 











, coming into the union. 
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York, preferring a distinct existence, declined 
Atthe lace Session of the 
Assembly, a Depu' ation from that portion of the 
| Associate Reformed Church, presented a claim 
for the library, funds, &e transferred by the Ge- 
neral Synod. ‘The question gave rise to a long 
and most interesting discussion, principally be- 
tween the Committee of Deputatiun, and those 
members of the General Synod who happened to 
be members of the Assembly The result of the 
deliberation was, that the Deputation from the 
Scotch Church, of their own accord, withdrew 
their claim, and declared on the floor of the As- 


sembly, that they were ** better satisfied than if 


their request had been granted in the fullest ex. 
tent”? A Committee of Conference was appoint- 
e| by the Assembly, to meet a similar cominittee 
trom the Associate Synod, if such shali be appoint- 
ed; and there is at present a prospect of a speedy 
and happy union of that Seetion also with our 
body! Glory be to the God of peace ! 
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From the Synodical and Presbyterial reports, 
it appears thatthe Assembly now includes 13 Sy- 
nods, 72 (perhaps 73) Presbyteries, and upwards 
of 1400 congregations. From nearly 20 of the 
Presbyteries, no regular reports were received. 
The number of communicants added last year, 
amounted to upwards of 8000, and the whole 
number in our communion (so fur as reported) 
was 76,000. f speak in round numbers Two 
years ago, when there was a more complete re- 
port from a greater number of Presbyteries.53,000 
were reported. In al/our churches there are pro- 
bably about 90,000 members The greatest num- 
ber added in any™ne Presbytery during the Jast 
year, was in ‘that of New-Castle, and was, as near 
as the wryfer recollects, about 660. 

On the" first Monday after the opening of the 
Assembly, the “Furr Coxvensation on the State 
of Religion” takes place — In former years, before 
ihe Assembly became so large, it was usual for the 
Delegates to make verbal statements, and in case 
of Revivals or of any thing peculiar, to enter into 
considerable detail. In this way a more lively in- 
terest was excited, but too much time was con- 
sumed. At present, Presbyteries are ordered to 
send up a summary report in writing. This re 
port is necessarily short and-very general, and 
like every thing of a general kind, fatis to makea 
lively impression Accordingly tho a greater 
quantity of good, and especially a grea'er number 
ot Revivals, was reported than (except 1821) for 
many years, the impression made upon the audi- 
euce, and» pon the minds of the Assembly was less 
vivid and joyful than on many tormer occasions. 
On giancing at the reports of former yeurs, I dis- 
cover that in 1815 onty 3 congregations are men- 
tioned as having been blessed with a Revival ; in 
1816, there were 14; in 1817 ‘here were 50; in 
1818, 41; In 1819, 33; m 1820, 37; in 1821, more 
ihan. 100 ave reterred to; in 1822, 81; and the 
present year the churches spec hed as having 
been thus blessed are 97 ;—~so that something else 
than the want of Revivals must have occasioned 
whatever is discouraging in the “ Narrative.” In 
my opinion, it is attributable solely to the dry aid 
uninteresting manner in which the reporis were 





presented. {1 1s next to absurdity to calli the pre- 
sent mode a “ Free Conversation !” 

The Report of the Boarp or Missions, the 
writer did not hear, but understands they empluy- 
ed about 40 missionaries, who laboured to the 
amount of 135 or 140 months during the year, 

The Directors of the TutroLogicat Seminary 
reported that the institution was increasing grad- 
ually in number of students, tho much impeded 
in its progress by want of funds. The present 
t number of students is 85. 

By the Reports from Presbyteries on the Edu 
cation of Poor and Pious Youth, it appeared that 
the number of beneficiaries was 135, and the sums 
raised last year in 54 Presbyteries tor Education 
purposes, amounted to $700 dollars = This esti- 
maie does nut include, except perhaps in a few 
instances, What is done by Education Societies. 

‘the Missionary Sermon, by the Rev. Party M 
Wuececey of New York, was most excellent ; 
and the Sermon before the Education Society, by 
the Rey. Dr. M’Auzer, very interesting. 

A inmotion was made tu bold the next meeting 
of tue Assembly at Pittsburg; but for wise rea- 
sons, itdid not carry Another motion to divide 
the Assembly into three Grand Synods, was alsu 
made but laid on the table. bt may give some 
idea of the distance from which the deieyates 
come, to mention that the amount of travel, (sin- 
gle distance,) a» appeared from the report of the 
commuctee on mileage, was upwards of 21000 miles. 
The Assembly, by invitation, spent an hour al 
the Asylum tor the Deaf and Dumb, witnessing 
with the most intense and delightful interest, the 
surprising improvement and happy prospects of 
this once hopeless and long neglected class of un 
fortunaies. 

Several days were consumed in hearing and de- 
ciding Appeals which came up from the lower 
Courts 

‘The greatest degree of unanimity and brotherly 
love reagned thro the whole meeting, and unques- 
tionable signs are manifested that ihe Presbytes 
rian Church is at present in avery prosperous state. 
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‘THANKSGIVING, HUMILIATION 
AND PRAYER. 

Whereas the disjensations of Divine 
Providence toward our country, and espe- 
cially toward the church under (he care of 
the General Assembly, have been, during 
the past year, of a mixed character, calling 
at once, for lively gratitude and for deep 
humiliation ; the assembly would respect- 
tully call the churches of their communion 
‘o public and solemn exercises of a corres- 
ponding character, 

They would, therefore, earnestly and af- 
fectionately recommend to all the churches 
ander their care, to set apart the first Thure- 
day of November next, as a day of thanks. 
gtving, humiliation and frayer—to abstain 
from all worldly labours and recreations— 

o assemble in their respective places of 
worship—to offer their united aad fervent 


DAY OF 











thanksgiving to the God of all grace, for 
his many mercies to our country, and to 
our beloved Zion, in the course of the year; 
and to pray, thatthe Holy Spirit may be 


|poured out upon our churches, and upon 


all the churches of Christ in our land aud 
throughout the world ; that religion may 
be every where revived ; that the progress 
of error may be arrested; that every thing 
unfriendly to the reign of righteousness 
may be destroyed; that Christians of all 
denominations may be more and more unl- 
ted in affectzon and effort ; Missionary Cause 
and the cause of Bible Socieizes may be eXx- 
tended and made to triumph in every part 
of the world; that wars may cease to the 
ends of the earth; and that the glory of 
the latter day may be hastened. 
— 05 D0 
RELIGIOUS SUMMARY. 

Jefferson College —Between 25 and 30 
of the students are hopefully pious. The 
whole number of alent is 101. Rev. 
Matthew Brown is President. 

Sabbath Schoole in New York City.— 
The 7th anniversary of the Female Union 
Society, was held April 29th. About 2500 
female scholars attended ; and the super- 
intendants, teachers, and committee amoun- 
ted to nearly 500 more. Rev. Mr. Ross 
delivered an address to the audience. This 
union, numbers 39 schools, 2570 scholars, 
and 457 teachers Of the last, 66 have 
made profession of religion since the last 
report. Also 18 scholars. Inthe seven 
years this society has existed, 418 souls 
have hopetully become subjects of grace. 

Sabbath Schools—are increasing in pop- 
ularity in Virginia,—the Petersburg school 
has had 134 scholars the past year, taught 
by 1¢ male and i3 female teachers. Sev- 
eral instances of striking improvement 
wre exhibited—chiidren who had derived 
no instruction elsewhere, had arisen from 
the lowest classes to be able to read the 
Bible. 

Itunes ant Friend of Children—In the last 
Recorder, Rev. Thaddeus (sgood con- 
iinues the report of his proceedings from 
Sept, 27, 1822, to this spring. In that 
lume, he has travelled twice from Stansted, 
on lake Memphremagog, through Mon- 
treal and Kingston, to the head of lake On- 
tario ; and once around the lake. He has 
Witnessed an increased attention to the 
establishment and promotion of Sabbath 
schools and Bible classes. both in Canada 
and the United States. Persons in Cana- 
da have sent $400 to London to purchase 
Looks and tracts for the present year. But 
he has found with regret several schools 
discontinued He feelingly adds, * Could 
there be weeping in heaven, angels must 
weep to witness the criminal neglect of pa 
rents in training up their offspring. It is 
a melancholy truth, that many of those, 
who are called Christians, are sadly detici- 
ent in their duty, in giving to theirchildren 
a knowledge of the Bible 

American Education Soctety.— The Trea 
surer acknowledges the receipt of $623,79 
in April ; $100 of which was from Mr 
Kichard Cobb of Portland: and $40 from 
ladies in Stoddard, N. H. to make Rey. 1. 
Robinson a member for life. 

A number ot students in the Columbian 
College in the district of Columbia, desir- 
ous of contributing their aid to the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, have 
recently formed themselves into a society 
bearing the above title. More than $100 
has already been subscribed. 

‘The Treasurer of the United Foreign 
Missionary Society acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of 1175 dollars and 7 cents, for the 
month of April. 

A correspondent writes from Rowe, Ms. 
April 14th, that “a pleasing revival is pro- 
gressing in that town—upwards of 20 have 
tasted the sweets of redeeming love ; the 
majority are heads of families. Prospects 
are favourable in severe! places on this 
| t.eyden] circuit. Crowded congreya- 
tions and silent attention encourage our 
hands in the work of faith and labour of 
love.” iy Her. 

‘Yo prevent the violation of the Lord’s 
Day, in London, a number of Christians 
have agreed not to buy of those who keep 
their shops open on that day. A list is 
preparing of persons in various trades, 
who have pledged themselves not to sell, 
or have any work done on their premises, 
on the Sabbath. Might not this wholesome 
regulation be extended by Christians to 
some towns this side of the Atlantic ? 

An entire Jewish family, consisting of 
10 members were lately baptized near 
Frankfort. Mr. Goldberg, a converted 
Jewish schoolmaster, has commenced a 
school at Dresden, for the instruction oi 
Jewish children in the Christian religion. 


MISCELLANEOUS SUMMARY. 


Susquehanna Canal.— The Governor and 
Couneil of Maryland have appointed Judge 
Bland, George Winehester and John Pate 
terson. Esqs. Commiasioners to survey the 
route of a canal from the Susquehanna riy- 
er to Baltimore. 

Potomac Canal—The same authorit 
has also appointed Dr. William Howard, 
Col. A Fenwick and Wilkiam Price, Esqs. 
Sommissioners to survey the route of a casg 
nal from the Potomae river to Baltimore. 

There can be little question but the cold 
the present spring has been owing to float- 
ing ices ‘The vessels whieh have arrived 
at Quebec have all seen great quantities 
in the gulf, and found it difficult to get a 

assage to the north of it. 

The New York Banks have come to a 
resolution to receive pistareens at eighteen 
cents, instead of twenty, as formerly, 

From an enumeration lately taken, it 
appears that there are 637 widows in New. 
port, being nearly one twelfth part of the 
whole population. 

Robbersand Murderers.——A Norfolk 
(Virginie) paper states, that the inhabitants 
of tae southern section of that country, and 
more particularly those in the neighbour- 
hood of the Great Bridge, have been har- 
rassed by runaway negroes, who find a se- 
cure retreat from pursuit in the neighbour- 
ing swamps. Several citizens have been 
shot by the miscreants, some while fiding 
along the public road at noon-day, others 
at work in their fields, or at the very doors 
of their dwellings <A large body of militia 
of Norfolk County have been ordered to 
patrole the swamps, forests and other hid- 
ing places of this banditti, in hopes of ter- 
reting them out. 








POLITICAL. 


From the New York Commercial Advertiser. 
New York, June 2. 


LATEST FROM FRANCE. 

The ship Othello, Capt. Lambert, bas just got 
up.—-We huve received Bordeaux papers to the 
25th April inclusive.—The lateness of the hou 
prevents our procuring translations for this even- 
ing. ‘The Honorable Mr. Forsythe, came passen- 
ger in the Othello, from whom we learn that the 
French Army had entered Lagrano, on their 
march to Pampeluna, ‘The Duke of Angouleme 
had crossed the Ebro, on his way to Madrid, The 
inhabitants abandoned their homes on the ap- 
proach of the invaders, and no attempts had been 
made to check their progress. 

The editor of the Paris paper, after adverting 
to the rumour that a new irruption of 100,000 
Russians might be expected, states that Alexan- 
ler has now on foot, eight hundred thousand men / 
but does not believe that any of these will march 
towards the west ofEurope. Snuchamarch would 
lead to enormous expenses, particularly in refer. 
ence to the means of Russia. Coin has entirely 
disappeared from that empire; even at the card 
table of the Empress nothing but paper is to be 
seen, and that paper is not redeemable. Russia 
wants the means to make war im the west, and 
powerful motives to make war in the east. “ It 
has, indeed, been said, that she has renounced 
Greece. ut would she preter Spain to Greece ? 
Would she rather aid in suppressing some specu- 
iatave Notions which give her tittle concern, than 
conquer a vast country surrounded by the sea, 
warmed by the sun, and which she has coveted 
for ages? This is most improbable, and, as to her 
rivalry with England, Kussia knows that the 
greatest harm she could do her would be, not to 
drive her out of the peninsula, but to establish 
the Russian power in the Archipelago and Medi- 
terranean, Thus, then, according to all appear- 
ances, the ouly interest of Russia in the Spanish 
War is to see it undertaken, but by no means to 
aid in terminating it.” 

British aid to the Spaniards.—<An article in the 
London Morning Chronicle of April 2Ist, states, 
that ‘* an auxiliary force, to be employed in the 
cause of Spanish freed mn and independence, is to 
be raised here, as far as it is practicable, trom 
veteran disbanded soldiers. It wili amount to 
about 10,000 men, including a proportion of caval- 
ry and artillery, and will be formed into regularly 
disciplined battalions, commanded by officers of 
experience.” 

Ireland —The disturbances in Ircland continu. 
ed. The Dublin and Londonderry Mail had re- 
cently been robbed and the guard shot. Twelve 
persons charged with being concerned in this 
outrage, were arrested. 

The Belfast Chronicle of the 26.h ult. gives the 
following article. 

We regret to find, by a proclamation issued by 
the Lord Lieutenant and privy Council, dated the 
22d inst. that such part of the county of Didlin as 
lies south of the turnpike road leading from Dub- 

lin to Cork, and outside the Dublin Police district, 
being part of the baronies of Upper Cross and 
Newcastle, is ina state of disturbance, and re- 
quires an extraordinary establishment of police. 
Thus has the nefarious and unprincipled system 
of spoilation and mischief, pursuing by the infatu 

ated peasantry of the county reached almost to 
the very verge of the metropolis. 

Greeks.—Uhe Gibraltar papers contain a com- 
plete confirmation of the news recently received, 
of the success obtained by the Greeks, over their 
merciless oppressors. Of 32,000 Turks, who pe- 
netrated in August last, into the Morea, only 8 or 
9000 remained. All the others perished, partly 
in the combats which had taken place, and partly 
by famine. The Turkish squadron had retarned 
to Constantinople, after having another vessel of 
39 guns, burnt in sight of the urdanelles, and 
having lost more than 3U vessels of war, wich 





were diiven on shore in a Letapest. 
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